
Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Monday 4 July 1994, page 25

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article118188801

Scepticalsoulsand
alien abductions

I SAW
with IAN WARDEN

FORTHIS
sceptical

soulthepleasure derivedfrom Secretsof
the Psychics(SBS, Wednesday,

8.30)JamesRandi'sessayabout
credulists

and the Uri
Gelleresque charlatans

who exploitthem was almost exactly

the same speciesof pleasure

derivedfrom seeingthe Raidersbeat
Brisbane.

It was a triumphof good
overeviland of lightover

darkness.

Andyetit is notreally
a

triumph

at
all.One feltgoodfor the

duration
of

the hour and whileRandiwas demon-

strating that Gelleris just another

magicianand that assorted "psychics"

werejustsillyold womenbut thenthis

was SBS and so therewouldonly
havebeen about17 peoplewatching

the program.

And of thoseany
credulistswould

have been resistant to Randi'sreason.

It is an endearing characteristic

of
credulists

that no amount of actual evidence

will convincethem that nonsense,

is nonsense.Shewnthat Uri Gelleris
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Randi that a
particularly outrageous

"faithhealer"was a
charlatan

(theone
we saw wentto prisonfor his frauds)

they shrugtheirshoulders
and say

that well,all craftsand
disciplines

havetheir fraudsand the factthatone
astrologer

or faithhealeris a crook
tellsus nothingaboutthe deep,endur-

ing truthsof
astrology

and of faith
healing.

Somewherein SouthAmericanot so
long ago the villagers (all

credulists

are equalbut RomanCatholiccredu
listsare more

credulous
than others)

flockedto the
"miracle"

of a faceof a

paleand ghostlyJesusthathad ap-
pearedon a wall.Whenit was pointed

outthatthiswasnotin factan appa-

ritionof a paleand ghostlyJesusbut
a posterfor a WillyNelsonconcert

that,the concertover,a
billposter

had
coveredwith,a few,light,brushesof
whitewash,

one feelssure that the ex-

periencedid nothingto dentthe cre-
dulityof thosewho had believedthat
thiswas Jesus.One feelssurethatthe

next whitewashed Willy Nelsonposter
wouldhavethe samepowerto impress

them.

Randiseemsto know that he is
urinating

into the gale.Againand
againin Secrctsof the

Psychics
he

madethe pointthata beliefin
psychic

tripeseemsto meet some
deeply-seated

needsin thosewho hold the beliefs.

Visiting Russiawhereeven some gov-
ernmentdepartments seem to dabble
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in the
supernatural

he
acknowledged

that the more
miserable

and govern-

ment-shackledmonsteredthe peoples
livesthe more

understandable

it is that

theywillhavean
appetite

for magical

mystery.Two allegedpsychicsin psy-
chic-infestedRussia,two women,given
a

photograph
of serialmurderer Ted

Bundyto tune theirpsychicantennae

to so as to pickup the
specialvibes

emittedby thispictureof a proven

monster,did no betterat workingout
the truenatureof the man thanany
of us wouldif showna

photograph

of
someone's auntieGloriawe had never
met.

I missedthe end of the
program,

distracted

whena UFO landedin my
gardenand whenits greenand two
headedoccupantsabductedme and
subjected me to various humiliating

medical experiments (at least one
hopesthat'swhat they were)although,

as a
Sagittarian,

thisdidnotcomeas
a completesurprise, my astrologer

havingwarnedme, withwhatone
realiseswith hindsight was uncanny
accuracy,

of the
likelihood

of an inter-

face with
strangers.


